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[Abstract]

L. Stenhouse’s Curriculum Theory and Freedom of Teaching

Masaaki KATSUNO

This article will focus on Lawrence Stenhouse, who played a critical role in curriculum
research and development in England during the 1970s. Stenhouse produced the “process
model” of curriculum development and applied it to the curriculum projects that he directed.
The model and projects will be delineated. He also produced an idea of “teacher as re-
searcher” drawn from the experiences of the curriculum projects. This idea is considered to be
a valuable response to the problem of integration between educational research and practice.
1t is, however, important to accept that Stenhouse did not originate these models and ideas,
but he better than anyone understood and articulated the assumptions of grassroots curricu-
lum reform movements witnessed in many English schools during the 1960s. His theory and
insights in this sense well-reflect the structure and quality of teaching practice of the day. He

must be a keyperson for the study of freedom of teaching.



