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Annotated Notes on Protestant Ethics and
American Capitalism

Fumiaki HAMA

Max Weber was first to propose that a relationship existed between
Protestant ethics and the formation of capitalism. This paper bigins with
a summary of the Japanese version of “Protestant Ethics and the Spirit of
Capitalism” (“Die protestantische Ethics und der »Geiste des Kapitalismus”,
translated by H. Otsuka) and examined some interesting issues related to
the formation of the American capitalism. In second part, the the highly-
regarded translator Otsuka’s “The spirit of capitalism of Max Weber” was

summarized with a discussion of key points,
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