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multimedia: the use of more than one “medium” {and we
use the term loosely) to convey information. Some combination
of text, audio, video and graphics, usually manipulated by com-
puter. (Williams: 1995)
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Student Response to Multimedia
Listening Programs

Dale Ann SATO
Keiko HAYASAKA

Out of a random sample of four majors, 29 volunteer students were
selected to participate in the EMMI (English Multimedia Interactive) Pro-
ject. They were required to use CD-ROM listening comprehensions pro-
grams on Macintosh computers at least twice a week for a minimum of 35
minutes in their free time. Pre and post-listening tests were given during
the ten-week study period. At the end, questionnaires and interviews were
conducted to assess the following factors:

1) General motivation to learn, sustained interest in EMMI

2) Language learning preferences and goals

3) Amount of listening comprehension exposure

4) Reactions to computer use and software features

Inteviews and questionnaires revealed that EMMI students enjoyed
this type of English study mainly because they could learn at their own pace,
in their own way and time. The multimedia format was also a factor in
sustaining their attention on task. Average amount of listening exposure
was equivalent to taking a 90 minute class of English. Gains were also

shown in pre and post-listening test results.
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