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Two Unique Streams of Japanese
Organization Theory Studies
During the 1970s and 1980s:
A View of Management

Shin-ichi MURAKAMI

This paper was originally motivated by the intent to clarify the
unique features of Japanese organization theory studies compared with
American studies. However, this paper focuses attention on the works of
management theerists during the 1970s and 1980s. Within these limits I
think we have at least two unique streams that are a little different from the
general characteristics of organization theory studies in Japan after the
Second World War. These are both C. I. Barnard's organization theory
and organizational evolution theory studies. This paper reviews these two
unique streams of studies, and clarifies the reasons and processes of their
development. Further, it points out some factors which serve to predict the

future direction of Japanese organization studies based on this discussion.
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