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Change of the ratio of cultivated area
in Japan between 1960 and 1990.

Jiro OKAMOTO

This paper deals with the change of "kochiritsu”, or the ratio of
cultivated area, in Japan between 1960 and 1990. The official agricultural
statistics at municipal level has heen used in the study. The kochiritsu is
generally defined as the percentage of cultivated area per total area.
However, the writer’s definition of kochiritsu excludes water surface and
forest from the total area. As much of the forest in Japan exists on steep
slopes which are uncultivable, the newly defined kochiritsu is regarded as a
better index of the magnitude of agricultural activity.

The study not only shows a clear contrast between the eastern Japan
and part of Kyushu, where the index increases, on the cne hand, and the
declining rest, but also depicts the effect of urbanization and out-miguration

of rural population on agriculture at a national scale.
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