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MILITARY PRODUCTION AND
ITS CONVERSION

—— The Case of Czechoslovakia —

Tadakazu FUKASE

XIVth General Conference of International Peace Research Associa-
tion {Kvoto, 27-31 July 1992, Conference Theme : “Challenges of a Chang-
ing Global Order") organised 18 specialised Commissions on important
issues of world peace and war of today. Commission 2 treated and
discussed on “Conversion issues”, and a report on national experience of
Czechoslovakia (Prof. J. MATOUSEK) was so interesting and suggestive
that I introduce it here with my comments and examinations {(concerning,
Czechoslovak military production—Its background and problems; Bigin-
ings of the decline of military production and initial phase of the conversion
process since 1987 ; Contemporary problems of conversion as a constituent
part of the transformation from planned to market economy in
Czechoslovakia--).

The United Nations Qrganization has recognised an urgent and funda-
mental importance of this issue as a corollary of the problem of Disarma-
ment, and published several reports and studies.

Japan has her own post-war experience of “Conversion from military
to civilian industry” (I. Miyazaki, in U. N., “Disarmament, topical papers &,
Challenges to multilateral disarmament in the Post-Cold-War and Post-
Gulf-War period, 1991), and Japanese Peace Constitution of 1947 indicates
a general principle for Disarmament and pacific structural Conversion of

the world as well as of Japan her-self in our nuclear age.
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