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[Abstract]

An Issue Analysis of Welfare Tasks in Utashinai City as
a Renewal Model for Depopulated Area :
A Three-year Research Project

Naoto OKADA

Naoto SUGIOKA
Takehiko TANABE
Takenori KINOSHITA
Akiko HATAKEYAMA

The purpose of this paper is to clarify issues in renewal models for depopulated areas.
This three-year longitudinal survey was composed of six sets of focus interviews of resi-
dents, community workers, local government officials, and social workers in Utashinai City,
which has common features with other cities in the coal mining region and has the small-
est population (4, 335) of such cities in Japan. Based on an analysis of the results of this
study, three possible scenarios are considered. In the worst case, taking no actions will lead
to a drastic decline in services available to citizens in the city. Second, the effects of de-
population could be slowed by creating an arrangement in which the city is divided into
seven areas each served by a community worker. The third and best option is to make ef-

fective use of local resources such as forest, deer, vineyards, and so on.

Key words : Utashinai City, Community Renewal, Longitudinal Survey








