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[Abstract]

A Study of Factors Related to Career Choice of Female High School Students

Keiko SHIKANAI

The career choice of high school students after graduation is a very important decision for their lives. Many
studies have investigated various factors related to their career choices. The purpose of this study was to
investigate factors related to the career decision status of female high school students. Factors discussed in
this study are career decision-making self-efficacy, occupation-image, cognition of parents' stance on jobs and
self-evaluated competence.

The main findings are as follows:

(1) Students who decided the course after graduation are more self-efficient and have higher motivation

for occupations than students of indecision status.

(2) Students who decided to go on to technical college have more definite prospects for occupation than

students in the course for university.

(3) Whether parents are positive models of workers or not has no clear effect on career decision status

and occupation-image. This finding is interpreted as female students having difficulty in modeling
after their fathers. Lack of communication between fathers and daughters also causes difficulty in

modeling.

Key words : career choice, career decision-making self-efficacy, female high school students,

occupation-image, cognition of parent's stance on job
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