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Atomic Fragments ! A Daughter's Questions

& H H&F
Kayoko Yoshida

ABSTRACT

Afomic Fragments - A Daughters Questions by Mary Palevsky was published in June,
200K}, This paper is an attempt to highlight the unique approach of the author to the making of
the atomic bomb as well as to the scientists who were involved in the Manhattan Project during
the Second World War. As a daughter of two young scientists working for the project. the moral
complexities of the atomic bomb were a daunting obsession for the entire family in the post-war
era. After her parents' death, Mary Palevsky started visiting nuclear physicists of the Manhattan
Project in order to find answers to the questions she had had over the years.

Atomic Fragments places itself at the crossroad of the history of the atomic bomb and her
own personal and family history. With the permission of the author, a part of the book was
translated in full in order to provide Japanese readers with a perspective which has never been
presented in the past, that is, the perspective of an American woman who dared to make a per-

sonal odyssey into the labyrinth of the historical, psychological. cultural, and spiritual complexity

of the bomb-making and of scientific development of the 20 th century.
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