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Analysis of Research in Improving Lectures through Using Brief
Questionnaires Answered by Students

—For the Immediate Improvement of Our Lectures

® A iE
TADASHI BANNALI

ABSTRACT

The aim of this paper is an analysis of the actual process of research in improving lectures
through using brief questionnaires answered by students. For six years, all students have been
requested to fill in and hand in brief questionnaires at the end of each class on certain
subjects such as “Comparative Study of English and Japanese Language in Culture."

These questionnaires revealed various facts each time as follows:

1. Some students missed the point of the lecture because they compleiely misunderstood
some words or the meaning of certain examples which were given by the instructor.

2. There occasionally was a lack of convincing explanation. This lack made it difficult
for the students to sympathize with the instructor's assertions,

3. A few students asked thought-provoking questions that could stimulate developement of
the instructor's thinking or could make it possible for many other students to share new
horizons.

Lectures must be improved as soon as possible, reflecting an understanding of the stu-
dents' situation. The instructor has an “Answer to Last-Week's-Questions Time" at the
beginning of each class. This kind of research enables the students to be more studious
and also more attentive to what they hear in class.

This paper will make you confident that this “Brief Questionnaires and Quick Response”

system is one of the most effective ways of improving lectures.

Key Words: brief questionnaires, immediate improvement of lectures, convincing explanation,

stimulate developement, share new horizons
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