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Dr Betty A. Reardon
A Special Lecture in Women' s Studies

The Role of Women in the Struggle for World Peace

DR. BETTY A. REARDON

Thank you all for the opportunity to speak to you today about the role
of women in the struggle for world peace. [ was very glad to hear that at
Hokusei Gakuen Women's Junior College you have this unique course in wo-
men's studies,. because women's studies are crucial to future studies, and that is
why they are very important to peace.

Many people believe that the real hope for peace in the world lies with
two sources; with the young and with the women. So the young women are
the major source of hope for peace in the world.

This afternoon I want to tell you something about what the sisters around
the world of your own age and some of us older sisters have been doing for
peace over the past few decades.

Through their study and action, women are bringing not only an alternative,
a different voice into the discussions of peace, they are bringing alternative
perspectives and alternative ways to achieve peace.

The traditional work of women is with the quality of life, the welfare
of their families, and the well-being of their communities. This is the pers-
pective that they bring to peace; peace as the well-being of peoples. They
tend to see issues in terms of human relations and maintaining positive human
relations so as to make a better world with more chance for the well-being
for more people.

Most women are concerned with bringing up children. They have a
special concern for the future, and they look toward the future. They think
about the future and planning for the future, because they are concerned with
the well-being of communities and stability of families. They have learned
many techniques to resolve conflicts, to heal relationships which have been brok-

en by conflict.
When women do their work in communities, in their townships, in their
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prefectures, they use a different style of doing politics and public work. Women
do not have the resources that men have to do their work. They depend very
much upon each other, so they work closely in cooporation. They collaborate,
and they stand with and support of each other.

As you know very well from newspapers, television, and all the other
sources of news, that is not the way politics is usually done. Women are not
in mainstream politics very much. Women are not the heads of governments;
or women are not even a half of elected assemblies. Women do not have
traditional political power.

Some few women have been elected to office mainly with the help of
other women who have worked very hard for them. Some few women have
been appointed to office very often just so there will be a woman on a commis-
sion or a panel and not someone who is concerned with women's issues or
peace.

But women have developed great influence in world politics today and
in world political movements. They are a major force in the people's movements
that we call “global civil society.” The ordinary citizens of all parts of the
world are beginning to address world problems as they affect them in their
local areas and study them as they are developed on a world scale. Women
are not in governments, but they are the strongest force in the non-governmental
organizations. Women are the main source of something we call “people’s power.”

Last spring, I attended a meeting at the United Nations which was a
meeting of non-governmental organizations preparing for the HABITAT confer-
ence. There was at the same time a meeting ‘with the government representa-
tives preparing for the same conference. This was the conference about hous-
ing that was held in Istanbui. Some of my students were very interested in
this conference, so we went to the UN. to observe it.

There were lots of meetings going on at the same time, government
meetings and non-governmental meetings, and the students asked me, "How do
we know whether we were observing a government meeting or a non-governmental
meeting?" '

I told them they need only look at who was sitting in the room. If it

were mainly men, it was the government meeting. If it were mainly women,
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it was the non-governmental meeting, the people’s meeting.

Then they discovered another difference. As they listened to the discus-
sions, they found that the discussions in the government meeting were very
problematic and pessimistic. The discusstons in the non-governmental meeting
were about possibilities, They were about what people working with govern-
ments could do to solve these problems.

This is what the women's movement is doing throughout the world and
in the international community. They are working together on solving problems.
They are trying to influence governments, to persuade governments, to respond
to the needs of people, and to help governments respond to the needs of people.
They have been doing this systematically over the twenty-plus years of the
international women's movement as we know it today.

Although the women's movement dates to the beginnings of the human
rights movement, we think of our present global phase as having started with
International Women's Year in 1975 and with the first World Conference on
Women that was held in Mexico.

It seems that the world until 1975 had not taken much notice of the
fact that women were the largest oppressed group of people in the world; in
virtually every society they have what we might call “second class citizenship”
and did not have their full human rights.

Although the principle of the equality of men and women is a funda-
mental founding principle of the United Nations, equality did not exist in the
United Nations any more than it exists in the member states.

The poor of the world are made up more of women than men. It is
women who suffer most from underdevelopment in countries whose resources
are exploited by the developed countries. And though women even today do
not make up any significant part of the fighting forces, women suffer more
than any other group when there is warfare.

So the themes of international women's year were equality, meaning
mainly equality between men and women but also human equality, development
to address poverty, and peace to try to overcome the problems of war and viol-

ence.
It was decided at the end of 1975 that the work of development for
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women, the work of struggling for equality for women had such dimension
that there should be an international decade for women from 1975 to 1985.
Two more world conferences were held to deal with these problems, one in
the Copenhagen in 1980, and one in Nairobi to end the decade in 1985.

The decade produced an important human rights document, an inter—
national treaty intended to eliminate discrimination against women. It produced
ellaborate development plans to intergrate women into development to get their
ideas and perspectives to overcome women's poverty. It virtually ignored
peace, but even what it projected for equality and development did not come
to pass, the decade did not achieve its goals.

But the decade did establish a world-wide network of women who were
collaborating with each other. This began to develop at the non-governmental
conference that took place together with the government conference first in
Mexico, then in Copenhagen, then in Nairobi. This world-wide network insist-
ed that there be another world conference. It took ten years to get it, but
the Beijing conference of last year was the consequence of the international
collaboration of women working for this purpose.

The Beijing conference produced a new plan of action to achieve the
goals of women, peace, and development. But this plan did not come only
from the women's movement as women or the women's conferences. It came
from women's work in all of the other major global issues and the major
world conferences that were held during the 1990s.

You may have heard of the conferences on environment in Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil, the conference on human rights in Vienna, and the so—called
"Social Summit” conference in Copanhagen.n all those conferences, women
were the major non-governmental actors who profoundly influenced the outcome
of those conferences.

At the environment conference in Rio, women were among those who
were most militant in fighting for such principals as the protection of species,
and to look at all environmental policies in terms of their impact on the quality
of life for all people. At Rio, they established a new international network
called Women's Environment and Development Organization with the purpose

of having women, throughout the world, monitor and watch what their govern-
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ments did to make sure they were living up to the international agreements
made at the conferences.

At the human rights conference in Vienna, they were able to establish
a completely new international standard on human rights in the declaration
against the violence against women. It was possible to pass this declaration,
because for five years before the Vienna conference, women during two weeks
around human rights day in December collected signatures or petitions and
educated people and governments about the extent and the horrendous, awful
nature of violence against women.

At Copenhagen, they contributed to redefining the notion of security.
They put forward a concept called people's security as an alternative to the no-
tion of military and national security. Much of this work was done by people
who were active in women's studies, and some by people who were active in
peace studies, and some by people who work in both women's studies and
peace studies.

So women have been making not only contributions to world political
thinking and action but to research and education that influences that policy
and action,

Women's research has helped to outline and understanding of the human
and social consequences of public policies, that is, what actually happens to
people in their daily lives as the consequence of the decisions that governments
make.

The so-called, gender perspective which says we must look at questions
from the perspective of both men and women has also helped us to understand
that we need to look at all of these policies and problems from many perspec-
tives, from age perspective, cultural perspective, and all of the human perspec-
tives which have something to contribute and which are affected by policies.

Women peace researchers have demonstrated that all forms of violence
are interrelated, that tiny even a violent act can escalate to a higher violent
act, that torelating violence in our cities, torelating violence in the media is
the very underpinning of warfare. They have shown that violence against women
is both a consequence and an indicator of militarism and preparation for war.

For example, in Latin America during the '70s, when there were milita-
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ry dictatorships in many countries, women's human rights were very badly
abused. Women were subject to special torture, not because they were political
enemies of the state but because they were the women associated with someone
who challenged the state. They were tortured just because they were women.

In Israel, researchers have demonstrated that during times when Israel
invaded Lebanon, domestic violence (in the home) against women rose. More
women were beaten in their homes while those military attacks were going on.

The women in Okinawa are telling the world that the incident of last
September fourth was not just one event. It was one of many events of sexual
violence against women that occurs always when there is a heavy concentration
of military in a civilian area.

They have made it quite clear that the violation of women's human
rights is a consequence of warfare, and that there is a close interrelationship
between the violation of women's rights and war.

So it is no accident that women are among the leaders of the peace
movement because of these and all of the other factors that I previously have
mentioned. Women have been the first peace educators who as teachers in
their own classrooms have begun to give these lessons. They are those who
have gone to schoolboards to plead for curriculum on peace. They are those
who establish the peace research associations, such as the International Peace
Research Association, and the Japan Peace Studies Association. Both were
the results of the work of women.

Women in peace education and peace research have demonstrated that
the condition of women indicates the condition of society. When women suffer,
their families suffer. The children whom they care for, the aged, all of the
vulnerable and the dependent suffer when women are deprived of what they
need to take care of their children and families. .

They have shown that people’s security lies in meeting of people's needs.
It lies in the res'pect for human rights. It lies in a healthy environment and
in good relations among people. As you know, national and military security
do not consider these as primary security objectives.

So women are now raising a major challenge to the makers of security

policy. They are showing very different forms of courage that we have seen
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in the past in military "struggles for peace.” Like the women who went to
Europe to try to prevent the first world war, women are taking great risks to
try to prevent violence and to turn back the tide of militarism.

In the United States, the women of “Women Strike for Peace” began
the anti-nuclear movement. They took great risks of being ridiculed in public,
of being considered unpatriotic but they thought primarily of their children's
future.

On Greenham Common, in England, women endured the rain and the
cold for a month, camping in protest against nuclear weapons installed in their
community.

In Argentina, the Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo, the main square of
Buenos Aires, the women who marched there day by day demanding that their
children be returned from torture and jailing, risked their own lives for their
children.

On the Indian subcontinent, women from mountain communities, to pre-
vent the cutting of the trees that would destroy their lives, put their own bodies
around the trees to prevent them being cut. This, called “the tree hugging,”
or the CHIPKO movement, is a major movement for the protection not only
of their trees but of the environment of the whole Earth.

And T believe that the women of Okinawa who raised their voices
against violence, who were very instrumental in having organized the first
referendum, have begun a wave of demilitarization that may lead us into more
peaceful twenty-first century.

As young women of Japan, you have much to be proud of, and I hope
that many of you will become as active as the women who have gone before
you in this country and become not only the NGO leaders but the political
leaders of the next century. The next century needs to be a century of equality
of men and women in politics and in all aspects of life, if it is going to be
a century of peace. So we are counting on the young women, especially the

young women of Japan, to move that whole effort forward. Thank you.
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