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A View on Junior College Education and the Teaching of American
Culture Studies
Kayoko Yoshida

Abstract

The objectives of this paper are twofeld: first, it briefly
looks at the development of American Studies as an academic
descipline in Hokkaido and how Hokusei Junior College has
developed its own American culture course starting in the academic
vear of 1979. After reviewing the first ten years of its development,
the school sought a new approach with a new instructor. Her
teaching method during the period of 1989—1991 academic years is
detailed in the first half of the paper.

Second, the results of the course evaluation by the students
in the American culture class, conducted at the end of 1990, are
presented. The evaluation consisted of both objective and subjective
questions. It is revealed that there is a discrepancy between what
the instructor wanted to teach in the class and what the class
wanted from her: students expected to learn more about the
American way of life, while the instructor intended to cover a
wide spectrum of cultural expressions, as well as fundamental
values being manifested in the American society. The result also
revealed, however, that the studenis were pleased with a group
research and presentation method employed in the class.
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