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Uplifting an axe, and forgetting in my wrath the childish dread which had hitherto
stayed my hand, I aimed a blow at the animal [the second black cat], which, of
course, would have proved instantly fatal had it descended as I wished. But this
blow was arrested by the hand of my wife. Goaded by the interference into a rage
more than demoniacal, I withdraw my arm from her grasp and buried the axe in
her brain. She fell dead upon the spot without a groan. (654)
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It is impossible to describe or to imagine the deep, the blissful sense of relief which
the absence of the detested creature occasioned in my bosom. It did not make its
appearance during the night; and thus for one night, at least, since its introduction
into the house, I soundly and tranquilly slept; aye, slept even with the burden of
murder upon my soul. 655)
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I went so far as to regret the loss of the animal [Pluto], and to look about me,
among the vile haunts which I now habitually frequented, for another pet of the
same species, and of somewhat similar appearance, with which to supply its
[Pluto's] place. (651)
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It [the second black cat] was a black cat — a very large one — fully as large as
Pluto, and closely resembling him in every respect but one. 652)
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What added, no doubt, to my hatred of the beast, was the discovery, on the morn-
ing after I brought it [the second black cat] home, that, like Pluto, it also had been
deprived of one of its eyes. (652)
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Pluto had not a white hair upon any portion of his body; but this cat had a large,
although indefinite splotch of white, covering nearly the whole region of the breast.
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Pluto — this was the cat's name — was my favorite pet and play mate. ©49)
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I took from my waistcoat pocket a penknife, open it, grasped the poor beast by the
throat, and deliberately cut one of its eyes from the socket! ©49)
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One morning, in the cold blood, I slipped a noose about its [Pluto's] neck and
hung it to the limb of a tree.... 650)
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I approached and saw, as if graven in bas-relief upon the white surface, the figure
of gigantic cat. The impression was given with an accuracy truly marvelous. There
was a rope about the animal's neck. 651)
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It was now the representation of an object that I shudder to name — and for this,
above all, I loathed, and dreaded, and would have rid myself of the monster had I
dared — it was now, I say, the image of a hideous — of a ghastly thing — of the
GALLOWS! — oh, mournful and terrible engine of Horror and of Crime — of Agony
and of Death! 653)
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For my own part, I soon found a dislike to it [the second cat] arising within me.
This was just the reverse of what I had anticipated; but — I know not how or why
it was — its evident fondness for myself rather disgusted and annoyed me. 652)
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Our friendship lasted, in this manner, for several years, during which my general
temperament and character — though the instrumentality of the Fiend Intemperance
— had ( blush to confess it) experienced a radical alternation for the worse. (649)
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My original soul seemed, at once, to take its flight from my body; and more than
fiendish malevolence, gin-nurtured, thrilled every fibre of my frame. I took from my
waistcoat pocket a penknife, open it, grasped the poor beast by the throat, and de-
liberately cut one of its eyes from the socket! ©49)
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One night as I sat, half stupefied, in a den of more than infancy, my attention
was suddenly drawn to some black object, responding upon the head of one of the
immense hogsheads of gin, or of rum, which constituted the chief furniture of the
apartment. (652)
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I again plunged into excess, and soon drowned in wine all memory of the deed.
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It was with great difficulty that my wife, a servant, and my self, made our escape
from the conflagration. (650—651)
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My immediate purpose is to place before the world, plainly, succinctly, and without
comment, a series of mere household events. 648)
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For my infancy, I was noted for the docility and humanity of my disposition. My
tenderness of heart was even so conspicuous as to make me the jest of my com-
panions. 648)
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I was especially fond of animals, and was indulged by my parents with a great va-
riety of pets. (648)
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With these [pets] I spent most of my time, and never was so happy as when feed
ing and caressing them. This peculiarity of character grew with my growth, and, in
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my manhood, I derived from it one of my principal sources of pleasure. (648)
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There is something in the unselfish and self-sacrificing love of a brute, which goes
directly to the heart of him who has frequent occasion to test the paltry friendship
and gossamer fidelity of mere Man. 648)
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I married early, and was happy to find in my wife a disposition not uncongenial
with my own. Observing my partiality for domestic pets, she lost no opportunity
of procuring those of the most agreeable kind. ©48—649)
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The moodiness of my usual temper increased to hatred of all things and of all man-
kind; while from the sudden, frequent, and ungovernable outbursts of a fury to
which I now blindly abandoned myself, my uncomplaining wife, alas, was the most
usual and the most patient of sufferers. ©654)
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In speaking of his [Pluto's] intelligence, my wife, who at heart was not a little tinc-
tured with superstition, made frequent allusion to the ancient popular notion, which
regarded all black cats as witches in disguise. 649)
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