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Imagination for Reconciliation: The Writing and Faith of William

William Stafford (1914-1993) is known as a poet who spoke, wrote, and

acted for peace. Although he experienced “alienation” as a conscientious

1) A3 & RBmE S
2) VERITEE) & R ORHY

objector (CO) during the Second World War, his poetry is filled with
tranquility and peacefulness which cannot be seen in the poetry of the

3. CO ¥+ v 7 TOHRERIC so-called confessional poets who also experienced “alienation.” What
' makes this difference? This paper analyses William Stafford’s idea of

A yy-Z

pacifism through one of his essays, poems, daily writings, and interviews.

1) ERIESHE L LTOM 1 examine how his experience in the CO camps formed Stafford’s writing
& style and thoughts for peace through his poems on objectors and his

2) AN& @ C.O. ~DJfEL
AL (P

autobiographic essay Down in My Heart. 1 then verify that for Stafford,
writing poetry and his religious faith are closely connected with each
other in his efforts to overcome “alienation,” and they become the driving

3) C.O. % v » 7{kEr )z force to produce imagination leading to his way of reconciliation.
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V4 YT b AEX 7 x— F (Wiliam
Stafford, 1914—1993) 1%, KR,
BOMERESRE L L CAFERIDUERT IZ AR
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In line at lunch I cross my fork and spoon

to ward off complicity—the ordered life

our leaders have offered us. Thin as a knife,

our chance to live depends on such a sign

while others talk and The Pentagon from the
moon

is bouncing exact commands: “Forget your faith;

be ready for whatever it takes to win: we face

annihilation unless all citizens get in line.”

I bow and cross my fork and spoon: somewhere

other citizens more fearfully bow

in a place terrorized by their kind of oppressive
state.

Our signs both mean, “You hostages over there

will never be slaughtered by my act.” Our vows

cross: never to kill and call it fate.
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“--- I've come to feel that probably inwardly
I was very much influenced by those four
years. The habit of getting up early and
writing every day, the sort of—strange to say
this—fortress mentality and of being a part
of a little group that’s apart from society. The

automatic assumption that one didn’t have

to conform: in fact conformity was a danger

sign. I fought against that.”

“It became a habit of mined that encouraged
me or strengthened me to be more rigorously
independent of any kind of pressure from
people—even people near me.”

(Interview by TTTD Productions, 1989)
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Entering History

Remember the line in the sand?

You were there, on the telly, part of
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the military. You didn’t want to
give it but they took your money

for those lethal tanks and the bombs.

Minorities, they don’t have a country
even if they vote: “Thanks, anyway,”

the majority says, and you are left there
staring at the sand and the line they drew,

calling it a challenge, calling it “ours.”

Where was your money when the tanks
grumbled past? Which bombs did you buy
for the death rain that fell> Which year’s
taxes put that fire to the town

where the screaming began?
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Do WEAEEDIHE Z 25O T A I A 5
LIAATZDIZ
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FUVEERRTOWHEHECIIFE I NS, 1B
WEEELLYEEL LToERISMbR
%5, ZLT, ZRFERIZAER, EROE
DOEYDZOEEEZA> TR EE
LW, ZOFHDELALTEILEELE
ZTCHNR, WFOFMIE, EHENIZHSZ
ToTWaEIE») TR, FAEEE LT
BB st L TwaEE 2oEREIZD
BENATLATWE Z LRSS 05, 22T
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On Attending a Militaristic Church
Service

And there I sat on my swami
holding my nose in the pews,
under the nozzle of preaching

to be washed in the blood of the news.
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T, K& (B REERLIZ0, 2o
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BTWoltZEERTS, LAL, 2O
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DREBREETH 2 VD, WA V&Y
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EWVWS ZEITb L FI, HITRHETLRETT
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Ao (&M, 238)
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E[HFTZLE] THY, 2ads @S 1247
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27 x—FizkoT BYL) FH4HRD»LDIE
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L I#F3ZL] 25, BT [BIF3] ZEiz
il L TW 3,

“You don’t overwhelm the opposition, you
don’t wipe them out; you redeem them, you
save them. ----

but you're also ready, if necessary, to oppose
them, but oppose them the way Martin
Luther King did, the way Gandhi did. Those
are our heroes. Actually, I guess this is a
religious position. It’s a Quaker, Mennonite,

Brethren, Buddha position.”

_8_
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(Interview, Kansas Quarterly, 1993)

BIXED LT 2D DORRAB I T A
DFTOTIEHLL, ZOREEM, By Z
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%o L oMEe—Hoi-oics, [T
52&] OEEMEZF LTV Z LITHE
T3, HOORNGEZE U THONE & o
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DET] IWTEIZH PN TWD 28, [FHLlx
%3 72] ("We Built a Bridge”) & w5
DX A FIVITHIRED WREME & i sE AR
ICERHShTwa,
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[FUfiE] D7D IZBEL D, HFIHT S
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>TC, EHORMOELRTH 2,

For the Unknown Enemy

This monument is for the unknown
good in our enemies. Like a picture
their life began to appear: they
gathered at home in the evening

and sang. Above their fields they saw

a new sky. A holiday came

and they carried the baby to the park
for a party. Sunlight surrounded them.

Here we glimpse what our minds long turned
away from. The great mutual

blindness darkened that sunlight in the park,
and the sky that was new, and the holidays.
This monument says that one afternoon

we stood here letting a part of our minds
escape. They came back, but different.

Enemy: one day we glimpsed your life.

This monument is for you.

MENZBHDI-DIC

ZORamIE, BLoBMoMmLEnE s
BOLODHDE, DX DT

WO DEENPRZIBD T2, 1756 1%
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The Sound: Summer, 1945

Not a loud sound, the buzz of the rattlesnake.
But urgent. Making the heart pound a loud
drum.

Somewhere in dead weeds by a dry lake

On cracked earth flat in the sun.

The living thing left raises the fanged head,
Tormented and nagged by the drouth,

And stares past a planet that’s dead,

With anger and death in his mouth.

E—1945%#, B

RETHFETE LW, BOY I T IO T 5,
L2 LY L 725 DA L K R L7724,
7z Kb LT Ebso e#loo & 2
M MREOPTHIZHL S TRLRAZIC
LoTWwWb,
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SRS T2 FDEMIFODH 28 E H 1217,
FATEEZ Lo LITLADTTEYEE S,
RO EFHEIIZLTC,
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JFIBO MG D X 5 1B 53 E S E
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6 August, Hiroshima Day
November

From the sky in the form of snow
comes the great forgiveness.

Rain grown soft, the flaks descend
and rest; they nestle close, each one

arrived, welcomed and then at home.

If the sky lets go some day and I'm

requested for such volunteering

toward so clean a message, I'll come.

The world goes on and while friends touch
down

beside me, I too will come.

+—RB (ABKH, EEDAH)

EnbELL ST

ROL B DR THD,
MiELbonhh, Shagd,
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GE)

(1) Every War Has Two Losers, p.131.

(2) Kim Stafford, ‘Introduction’to Down In My
Heart, p.xi.

(3) You Must Revise Your Life, p.13.

(4) Fred Marchant, Introduction’to Another World
Instead,p.xvii.

(5) At first some of the Forest Service men had
talked largely, among themselves when some of
our men had happened to overhear, about their
enmity for CO’s; and I myself had overheard
one man, later our friend, say in the ranger
station, “I wish I was superintendent of that
camp; I'd line ‘em up and uh-uh-uh-uh”—he
made the sound of a machine gun. (DIMH, 28)

(6)&. 238H,

(& Xi#k)
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