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[Abstract]
Reconsideration of Rousseau’s Conception of “Negative Education”
from the Viewpoint of the Study of the Human Condition

This paper argues that J-J. Rousseau’s conception of “negative
education” permeates the educational plan he presents in Emile (1762), at
the very least through books I-IV. Existing scholarly research on this
theme holds the notable and dominant view that Rousseau’s principle
of negative education should be adapted and be limited only to books
I- 1l of Emile and that book IV, which discusses human adolescence,
should be excluded from the purview of the concept of negative
education.

However, the author of the present paper posits that Rousseau’s
premise of negative education comprises the entirety of Emile and
that the notion is inseparable from his quest for the study of the
human condition or the consideration of “the system of formation of
human passions” according to the “order of nature.” The definitive
influence of the philosophy of stoicism, and especially the thought of
Seneca, may be found in Rousseau’s human theory.
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métamorphique) | DOFIEEMEEIRLS HD
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