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[Abstract]
“They did evil in the sight of YHWH?”: The “Cyclical” Formula in the
Book of Judges

It is widely known that the “cyclical” formula is one of the most
remarkable strategies for the construction of the book of Judges. As
a result of the literary-critical analysis of Judges 2:11-19 and the
framework of the judges, it is considered that most of the elements
have a Deuteronomistic background, and there is expressed a
recognition about the period of the judges. In accordance with the
relationship between cause and effect, repressions from neighboring
people are regarded as a result of sins of the Israelites themselves
and as a punishment by God. But YHWH is not a mechanized device
of the causal relationships, but rather He breaks them by sending
the judges and saving the Israelites.
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