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[Abstract]

Plato’s Rejection of Mimetic Poetry in Republic X
and the Two Arguments (602C-605C and 605C-607A)

Akira MIKAMI

First, this article continues the examination of Plato’s first argument for rejecting
mimetic poetry (595B-602B) and shows that his contention that Homer as a mimetic
poet, likened to painter, has no true knowledge is valid. Second, it examines Plato’s
second argument that mimetic poetry has influence over the inferior element of the
soul (602C-605C) and shows its significance in relation to the tripartite theory of the
soul. Third, it examines his third argument which concerns the power of assimilation
that mimetic poetry has (605C-607A) and shows its significance in view of the fact

that “the good men” in 605C refers to the candidates for philosopher-rulers.

Key Words: Plato, Republic, Mimesis, Homer, Philosopher-ruler
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