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[Abstract]

Survey of Freshmen's Computer Experience in “Information”
Class at High School and in Daily Computer Use

Teruaki NAKAJIMA

The purpose of this paper is firstly to investigate the computer experience of first-year
students at Hokusei Gakuen University, who completed the “Information” class, which
was started as a compulsory subject under the new national curriculum of high schools; and
secondly to analyze the relationship between students' scores on a newly devised placement
test and their computer experience in their high school studies and in daily life. The results
indicated that while 95 % of the students have computers at the time of entering university,
their computer experience at high school is not thorough enough to enable them to use a
computer as an everyday tool at university. Furthermore, the results of a multiple linear
regression analysis showed that students' computer experience is reflected in their scores on
the placement test, and the scores are influenced by their experience in daily computer use
rather than by their experience at high school. How the difference in freshmen's computer

experience can be considered in a computer literacy class is also discussed.

Key Words: Computer Experience, Placement Test, Computer Literacy



