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[Abstract]

A Study of Unique Aspects of the Retsureppu Amateur Theatricals
in Shinoro Village, Hokkaido: Focusing on the Beginning

Katsuyori TAKAHASHI

The Retsureppu Amateur Theatricals originated in 1902 (Meiji 35) in the Retsureppu area, Sinoro village
(located just above Sapporo, Hokkaido). Young people, who joined a domestic young men's association gave
performances during every local festival. Their main feature was Kabuki, and the leader was Sanshiro
Onuma, who would be elected the Sinoro village headman after World War II. Due to his strong leadership,
their performances had a popularity among the village folk, and their zenith continued throughout the Taisho
era. However, the research on this activity has not been enough. Though its existence has been widely known
since the 1960s, only a few academic studies have been conducted. In this thesis, the distinctive
characteristics of the beginning of the Retsureppu Amateur Theatricals are discussed on the basis of previous
research. The consideration consists of four aspects. Firstly, the relationship between the circumstances
concerned with the settlement of the Retsureppu area and the Theatre. Secondly, the acceptance of theatre
culture and the potential which the villagers possessed. Thirdly, the social contribution of this activity to the
area. Lastly, a comparison with the theatricals of a neighboring village, which started a little earlier.

Considering these points, one uniqueness of the Retsureppu Amateur Theatricals is revealed.

Key words : Japanese Theatre, Hokkaido, Amateur Theatricals



