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[Abstract]

The Criticism of the Cult in Amos:
A Consideration of Amos 5 : 21-27

Kiyotaka KOGA

The prophet Amos criticizes the cult in Israel severely. Why does he do so? What is the reason for it?
We investigate this problem because the relations between cults and social justice is also our contemporary
concern. Amos rejects the cult utterly. His criticism is not on any formalism or misuse of the cult, but to draw
a conclusion based on the inconsistency between their daily life and the cult itself. It's reason is the social and
ethical attitude, especially toward the poor people. We should carefully examine his message because he does
not speak to why the lack of social justice should lead to criticism of the cult. So our problem is how this
relationship is to be understood. A consideration of Amos 5:21-27 and 2:6-7, together with their historical and
religious contexts, suggests that the criticism is neither because of the fertility cult nor "sacred prostitution."
An examination of the important concepts of "justice" and "righteousness" in Israel shows that they are
strictly connected with the Exodus. In this meaning, social justice is a crucial matter in Israel which was
liberated from slave conditions. Furthermore, we find the cult itself bears the crucial social injustice by the
"MRZH" system, which may be the sacred market system with luxury entertainment. That is why Amos

rejects the cult entirely.

Key words : prophet, cult, Amos
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