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Some Examples of Mistakes in Japanese
Composition by the Students of Dalian Institute
of Foreign Languages

Shuko SATO
Lu Feng Jun

The students in the second and the third years have a class of Japanese
composition once a week for one semester. There are about hundred
students in one year. In 1991, one class of Japanese composition consisted
of 40 students and the other class consisted of 60 students, A Japanese
native speaker teaches the Japanese composition class. There is no team-
work between Chinese and Japanese teachers.

The mistakes reported here are collected from the last Japanese
composition of the third year students. They include errors in orthog-
raphy, in grammar, in vocabulary and expression, and those caused by
pronunciation. Nearly every student constructs sentences in Chinese and
translates them into Japanese. There are mistakes due to interference
from Chinese, for example “de” in Chinese and “no” in Japanese, and
grammatical errors because students cannot distinguish between intransi-
tive and transitive verbs. The Japanese and Chinese languages have
Chinese characters in common. There are many mistakes connected with
the use of Chinese characters. Students use Chinese words directly very
often. This appears as an orthographic error. Although they write
Japanese “kanji” correctly, they commit errors in vocabulary, because they
think that the word has the same meaning in Japanese as in Chinese.
Students use Chinese words if they den’t know Japanese words. When
they write correct centences, it is impossible to know if the students are
aware of specific words as used in Japanese. Students make up words
which do not exist either in Japanese or Chinese, even though an appropri-
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ate word exists which is the same in both Japanese and Chinese. It is
necessary to make clear to them the common features of and the differ-

ences between Chinese and Japanese.
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