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[Abstract]
A Study of Hokkaido Folk Tales No. 7 :

A Study of the Creation and Inheritance of “Esashi no
Shigejiro” Junzo Nakamura Version

Toshio ABE

One category of Japanese folklore funny stories is called “KOUCHITAN" (Clever story).
In “KOUCHITAN, " often a “clown” character represents common people and argues with
authority. In this study, “Esahi no Shigejiro,” who has been considered as “Clown of the
North, " is introduced and his creator, Junzo Nakamura who had also worked for a news-
paper company, is examined. The purpose of the study is to reveal the background and
contents of the stories of Shigejiro.

Junzo Nakamura's versions of “Esashi no Shigejiro” were created during the chaotic pe-
riod right after the Pacific War, based on the existing popular tales from before the conflict.

Junzo Nakamura had turned them into humorous anecdotes and passed them on. By
telling “funny stories” to the people who were suffering mentally and physically from the

war, he provided relief to their weary minds.

Key words : Junzo Nakamura, Hakodate Newspaper Company, Shigejiro





