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[Abstract]

Plato’s Rejection of Mimetic Poetry in Republic 10 and
the Argument Concerning the Nature of Mimesis:
Mimesis and Eidos

Akira MIKAMI

Plato rejects mimetic poetry in Republic 10 and explains the reason with three argu-
ments: (1) the argument concerning the nature of mimesis, (2) the argument that mimetic
poetry has influence over the inferior part of the soul, (3) the argument concerning the power
of assimilation that mimetic poetry has. This article examines the first argument to clarify
the philosophical intensions of Plato. To do this, first, the meaning of his unique view of

Eidos is pursued; and, second, the meaning of philosopher as likened to painter.

Key words: Plato, Republic 10, mimesis, eidos
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